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SUGAR PLANTATION 
workers in Louisiana used to 
live in former slave quarters 
(top photo) and some still do. 
But an agricultural workers’ lo­
cal of the Meat Cutters is build­
ing a community of home­
owners from its headquarters. 
In bottom photo, sugar workers 
invest their own efforts to pay 
for down payment on low-cost 
homes. With the investment of 
labor and low-cost loans 
through the Farmers Home 
Administration, the monthly 
payments are within reach of 
these plantation workers. The 
union also serves as a center 
for voting registration and job 
training.
Joint Effort Means New Homes 
For Sugar Plantation Workers
A small local of sugar plantation workers in southern Louisiana has declared its own war on 
poverty conditions—and is winning it.
Only recently, many of its members were living in rundown shacks without running water. Now 
a group of them live in new houses, modest but comfortable and with all the modern conveniences.
This big miracle in the small' 
town of Edgard, La., was not easy. 
It took the initiative of a few dedi­
cated men, government help in fi­
nancing and, most importantly, 
mutual self-help on the part of the 
plantation workers.
The first 10 houses in the “Un­
ion Homes Project” have been 
dedicated and are occupied by 
families who moved out of ram­
shackle former slave quarters 
near a sugar mill. Dozens of 
other houses are under construc­
tion in this cooperative effort, 
with a goal of 100 houses in each 
sugar county.
The prime movers behind this 
self-help movement are Frank 
Lapeyrolerie, secretary-treasurer of 
Local 300 of the Meat Cutters; 
H. L. Mitchell, representative of 
the union’s Agricultural and Allied 
Industries Dept, and Rev. Louis J. 
Twomey, director of the Human 
Relations Institute at Loyola Uni­
versity in New Orleans.
These men were attending a
sum financed by the federal 
agency at 4 percent. The $3,400 
balance represents the value of 
the labor contributed by the fam­
ily in building the dwelling.
The loan is repayable in monthly 
installments of $31, plus $5 for 
insurance.
The new houses have three bed­
rooms, bath, kitchen, utility room 
and a combination living and din­
ing room.
The difference a house makes 
was expressed by Mrs. Raymond 
Lumas, mother of eight. In the old 
house, she said, “There was no run­
ning water, no bathtub, no noth­
ing.” It was “full of holes” and 
“filled with roaches and rats.”
Another new owner, Paul 
Rainey, commented that now 
“we don’t have to get up at night 
and move the furniture around 
when it rains.”
This demonstration of successful 
self-help has inspired a flood of 
applications to Local 300.
White House Conference on Hu­
man Problems and Housing and 
raised the question of how to get 
help in replacing rural slums. They 
were directed to a federal agency 
and this was followed by a meet­
ing Father Twomey arranged with 
Farmers Home Administration 
state and local officials. Thus the 
financing was set.
Self-Help Plan
For manpower, Lapeyrolerie or­
ganized the interested plantation 
workers into self-help groups of 
10 families each. For guidance, 
Lapeyrolerie obtained the coop­
eration of Paul Richard, a local 
builder. The federal government 
paid the salary of the construction 
supervisor.
Each man working on a house 
received a credit of at least $1.40 
an hour, which became part of his 
equity on the new home.
The completed house and lot, 
valued at $9,000, costs the plan­
tation worker about $5,600, a
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m Points Up 
?e Unions
rsonal “requisition orders” to report back 
”hus was the strike virtually broken.
EVENING of January 15 President 
°rime Minister Loc, but to no avail.
i, the CVT announced that it was 
to all strikes in the interest of not 
population before the Vietnamese 
it.” Workers were asked to return 
next morning.
nporarily “settled,” the situation 
:rtain and confused. The workers 
g at the injustices perpetrated, 
le threatened. The CVT demand- 
of the six jailed leaders.
lent, on its part, cooled off a bit and 
/ the CVT. First, five of the six 
leased from jail, and later the sixth, 
The Minister of Labor personally 
the government had no desire to 
T or even to hurt it. Negotiations 
of Labor were resumed and it was 
he government had agreed to a 12 
e to be applied retroactively to the 
>f ’67, and a New Year’s allowance 
i’s pay.
mment carries out this agreement 
the demands of the union that 
against the arrested leaders be 
that nobody be brought up for 
military tribunal (something that 
of writing still seems to be pend- 
fier trouble might be avoided.
IO WOULD REMIND those who 
iturbed by the forcible disruption 
the negotiations and the arrest of 
have brought into question support 
'ietnamese cause as such, of the 
ference pertaining between South 
the Communist dictatorship in 
i. After all, a strike was proclaimed 
lent trade union movement even 
That trade union organization is 
nd demanding redress.
ment has given some indications 
tion and retreat. The Senate of 
m has announced that it is inves- 
trike, and that its investigating 
I report to a plenary session of 
February 8. Democratic concerns 
and defense are very much alive 
4am.
ter these things would be possible 
to answer the question. There are 
n the North, no strikes or protests 
j possible or conceivable, any at- 
'ould be met by instant repression, 
r execution.
/ould urge the government to drop 
;ainst the leaders, especially the 
ig tried before a military tribunal, 
: atmosphere of peaceful negotia- 
nent of basic and legitimate demo- 
i only compromise and make more 
iggle against Communist conquest 
).
By Press Associates, Inc.
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA tells us that primitive 
people “thought that they had been blessed or cursed simply because 
they possessed gold nuggets or objects of art” made of gold and there 
are still lots of economic primitives among us who still look at gold 
as an object of reverence and worship. But that day seems finally 
coming to an end.
The Johnson Administration has asked Congress to remove the 
25 percent gold cover that still applies to Federal Reserve notes 
and the U.S. and Treasury notes of 1890—a coverage that ties up 
some $10.7 billion of those diminishing piles of gold bricks that 
we still so carefully guard at Fort Knox.
For economic conservatives the thought of removing the gold 
coverage is a form of economic treason even though it is more 
than 30 years since any American could go to the government and 
demand gold for his Federal Reserve notes and deposits. Like 
the primitives of old, they still cling to gold as a fetish that can 
bring blessings or curses.
Yet the role of gold in the modern world has been far from as 
immutably powerful as many seem to think. Actually a gold stand­
ard of currency in modern terms dates back only to 1821 when it 
was put into operation by Great Britain. Before that silver had been 
the standard. Even then it was not until 1870 that a full gold stand­
ard went into operation in most countries.
By the time of the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the gold 
standard was in trouble once more and while it came back at the 
end of the war the great depression of the Thirties did it in again. 
When the United States deliberately devalued the dollar in 1934, 
the gold bloc collapsed and it has never been the same since.
The 25 percent gold coverage that hung on and that the Johnson 
Administration wants to get rid of is one of its last vestiges and, 
as Treasury-Sec. Henry H. Fowler told Congress, has been “out­
moded” and should be removed.
As Secretary Fowler put it, it is a matter of simple arithmetic: 
We have $12 billion in gold. The present cover requirement is 
$10.7 billion. That leaves $1.3 billion for international purposes. 
A normal increase in Federal Reserve notes will absorb more than 
$500 million annually and a further $150 million will go for domes­
tic, artistic and industrial purposes. Add and subtract and in two 
years we have nothing left for international purposes.
THE STRENGTH of the American economy in terms of growth 
has long been a labor goal. Ip 1965, the AFL-CIO testified before 
the Senate Banking Committee in favor of removing the 25 percent 
gold cover.
The burden of its argument was that the American economy 
needed a growth policy if it was to meet the job needs of the un­
employed and that the 25 percent gold cover could be used “as 
a dangerous curb on monetary expansion.”
“The gold cover should have been removed long ago, in an 
atmosphere of calm appraisal, at a time when the balance-of-pay- 
ments deficit was declining when the gold outflow was small,” its 
spokesman said. “At such time, the rational act of completely 
removing the gold cover would not have Caused a flurry of concern.”
His words were prophetic.
At the same time he sounded a warning that still has validity. 
He warned that the issue of the gold cover must not be viewed 
in a vacuum, that it should be examined against a backdrop of our 
national needs, both domestic and international.
“It would be tragic, for example,” he said, “if the gold cover were 
removed completely or in part—-and if such action were accompa­
nied by a restrictive tight-money policy, as some people propose.”
He also called for pressure against the large-scale and sometimes 
unpredictably sudden outflows of private investment to foreign coun­
tries. “Such flights of private American investment funds—both 
short-term and long-term—need national supervision and temporary 
restriction if the balance-of-payments deficit is to be reduced.”
Such restrictions are now being applied by the Johnson Adminis­
tration.
pansion 
’rogram
will further expand the need for 
led and experienced laborers com- 
inion’s worker-education program.
4ANY of them will come from the 
to be renewed under the Model 
he noted, and declared: “We in­
tern welcome in our union . . . and 
'ery way possible, with all of our 
lanpower, to help these individuals
ability is there; the desire is there; 
opportunity is going to follow,”
testioning Reed on the AFL-CIO 
: affairs program, broadcast Tues- 
n. EST on the Mutual Radio Net- 
1 Gilbride, labor reporter for the 
s, and Murray Seeger, Washington 
>r the Los Angeles Times.
THE LABORERS union’s new skill-upgrading program for its 
members will grow rapidly, Laborers’ Vice Pres. Vernie Reed 
(center), predicted on Labor News Conference. Reporters Neil Gil­
bride, left, of the Associated Press, and Murray Seeger, Los Angeles 
Times, questioned Reed on the AFL-CIO produced public affairs 
program, broadcast Tuesdays at 7:35 p.m. EST on Mutual Radio.
